[Etonorgestrel (Implanon) subcutaneous implant].
Etonorgestrel is provided in an subcutaneous implant to assure a contraception of long duration. This progestogen derived from desogestrel already used in several combined oral contraceptives acts by inhibiting ovulation and modifying the viscosity of the endocervical mucus. The contraceptive effect is rapidly obtained after insertion. After removal of the implant, the serum concentration of etonorgestrel rapidly drops down so that most patients ovulate after 3 weeks. The most important side effect of this contraceptive device is the bleeding irregularity encountered in a minority of patients (frequent or prolonged bleedings).